
“This is My Body, Given Up for You”

I was asked to write this week’s column as the parish’s staff catechetical leader. At Sunday’s
10:30 Mass, Father Mark will bless those who formally undertake the work of catechesis, such
as the catechists in our Parish School of Religion and other programs, school teachers, and
administrators  from our parish community.  We are blessed at Holy Name with a great school
faculty who are passionate about helping our students, and several volunteers who help in
various catechetical ministries in the parish, from kindergarten Parish School of Religion to adult
faith formation!

We were honored here at Holy Name of Jesus to celebrate the Mass of Christian Burial for
Moon Landrieu, who was arguably one of the most influential political figures in New Orleans.
His family was so gracious and planned a celebration like no other I’ve ever seen here and there
was so much love in our church for a man who loved his family, his city, his state, and his
country.  It was touching to see people from all over the city come to celebrate his life, from the
usher who came from a nearby Baptist church to help guide mourners and press people alike, to
the many present and past political figures, to the Ursuline and Poor Clare sisters who helped
guide the family in faith over the years.

What does Moon Landrieu’s funeral have to do with Catechetical Sunday?  The theme of this
year’s Catechetical Sunday is, “This is My Body, Given Up for You.” Jesus said these words at the
Last Supper, and we hear them at every Mass in the Eucharistic prayers, when bread and wine
are turned into (consubstantiated) the Body and Blood of Christ.  Bodies are given up for God in
a very real way at a funeral when we celebrate the body of the deceased, which is blessed with
holy water and incensed.

Very Rev. Thomas Greene, SJ, the provincial (or head) of the Jesuits of the US Central and South
Province, said in his funeral homily Mr. Landrieu was fond of saying the Jesuits taught him about
social justice, but on further reflection, Father Greene said, Moon taught the Jesuits about living
justly by his example and deeds in public service, and more importantly, with his family.

Father Greene’s remarks reminded me how while we should rightfully celebrate those who have
an official duty to impart the faith, we need to also celebrate those who have an unofficial duty
to impart our faith.  We think of parents, who at their children’s baptisms are asked if they are
willing to teach their children the faith, but also all of us who impart our faith in our everyday
deeds.  How do we give our bodies, hearts, and minds to God?  How is our prayer life?  Can it
use a fine-tuning?  Do we participate in any ministries at Holy Name?  How do we help out in
our communities?  Are we giving our families the priority in our lives they deserve?

PS: We can use some help with our Parish School of Religion!  Please contact me at
dblair@hnjchurch.org or call 504-503-0606 to talk about the options!

- Diane Blair, Director of Pastoral Life and Religious Education
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